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Signif. UUT / Eagle / Byers Events [transition from farming to residential
Wm. Penn Land Grant
[‘erases’ King’s debt to father]

1688 Split Uwchlan /Upper Uwchlan 
(Eagle = key village of Township) 

1858 Wolfington Bus 
operations

1968

Penn land grant broken up - 
sold to settlers / homesteaders

early 1700s Eagle [aka Windsor] Schoolhouse 1860 Marsh Creek St. Park + 
Lake

1970-73

Settlers expand dirt roads 
(from Wilmington [N] & Phila W])

mid 1700s Graphite Mining 1870s Acme 2000

Eagle Tavern  [Lsnc. – 1799] 1760s Pickering Valley Railroad 1871-
1948

Municipal Auth. 2004

Windsor Church 1833 PA Tpke. [extend Chesco + local 
exit]

1948-50 Rte. 100 bypass 2009

Brandywine Railroad – 
Downingtown to N. Holland+

1854-
1930/60



Milford 
Mills

Eagle

Font

Byers 
Station

UUT ‘Villages’
●Font
●Byers Station
●Eagle
●Milford Mills
●Lyndell



UUT 
~ outline 
map

1940s 
Roads
Township
State 



[Dirt 
Road]



Immigrant Settlers in  SE PA 

Prospective Settlers 
prior to immigrating from Europe



17th C.  New Netherland (magenta)  New Sweden (blue). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hi
story_of_Pennsylvania

Future site – 
Chester County



S.E.  Pennsylvania

• Well watered by 
creeks & 
streams

• Agricultural 
Grains grown by 
settlers

• Early industrial 
water driven 
mills grind grain, 
make paper, &  
power furnaces / 
forges  



Approx. 
locatio
n UUT

https://ancestortracks.com/Formation_of_the_Countie
s.jpg

https://ancestortracks.com/Formation_of_the_Counties.jpg


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Pennsylv
ania

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Pennsylvania


Scene representing  treaties William Penn negotiated with indigenous natives. 
[engraving by J. Hall, 1775, from painting by Benjamin West. (Library of Congress.)



1. European Explorers

2. European Trappers & 
Traders 

[high risk entrepreneurs]

3. European ideological Immigrant 
Settlers

 + 2nd wave entrepreneurs



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Americans

After the arrival of early Europeans immigrant/ settlers in the United States, 
the Native Americans who had  inhabited the United States died of 
European diseases such as smallpox - leading to the demise of an 
estimated 90% of Native Americans [source - ‘Guns, Germs and Steel’].

https://metrocosm.com/animate
d-immigration-map/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_pox




‘Eagle’
Roads
Pottstown Turnpike
[Wilmington DE  - Pottstown PA]
Little Conestoga Rd/Byers Rd

Water
• Brandywine Creek

Why is Upper Uwchlan ‘where’ it is?



Phoenixville

Railroads paralleling creeks
● Trains transport dairy & agricultural products

1. Downingtown - Honeybrook rail line follows Brandywine 
Creek

2. Phoenixville - Byers rail line follows Pickering Creek

Brandywine Watershed 
Includes namesake creek & 
tributaries –
• reliable water sources,
• power mills 

↳process farm crops into 
usable grains

Communities develop around 
mills as farmers are 
dependent on them

Railroads & Water 
Power serving Upper 
Uwchlan



Library of congress - https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0


Eagle 
on the route 
from Phila. 
to  SE PA 
forges and 
furnaces

18th Century Forges, Furnaces and sources of Water - power
in SE section of Penn’s Land Grant [Partial Listing /Approx Dates]



[A] King's Highway
[B] Edgemont Road
[C] 1703 Road
[D] Conestoga Road or Provincial Road
[E] Lancaster Road or Great Road
[F] Marlborough Road
[G] Swedesford Road
[H] Nutt Road
[I] 1748 Road

Early Roads in Chester 
County

https://www.tehistory.org/hqda/html/v24/v24n2p059.html

Colonial America used the trails laid out by native Americans 
for travel between their hunting & fishing grounds. In 1678, the 
Provincial court at Upland (now Chester) directed that:  

• as far as his land reaches, make good and passable ways 
from neighbor to neighbor with bridges where it needs - 
To the End that neighbors on occasion may come together

• The highways to be cleare of standing and lying trees, at 
least ten feet broad; all stumps and shrubs to be close 
cutt by ye ground, the trees, marked yearly on both sydes 
-- sufficiemt bridges to be made and kept over all marshy 
swampy and difficult dirty places

https://www.tehistory.org/hqda/html/v24/v24n2p059.html


Current Information Maps
• Population increase & 

decline of farming
• Elevation
• Water Sheds
• Boundaries & Main 

Roads
• Topography



Chesco Residents
FARMING @ primary occupation

1688 90 %
1900 60 %
1937 15 %
1990 2 %

https://www.chescoplanning.org/
Demographics/Projections.cfm

% US Labor Force - AGRICULTURE
1800 83 % 1850 55 % 
1810 84 % 1860 53 % 
1820 79 % 1870 50  %
1830 71 % 1900 33 %
1840 63 % 1950 < 20 %

Population & Work:  How Many People  - -  &  - -  What Do The Do?

https://www.chescoplanning.org/Demographics/Projections.cfm


https://en-us.topographic-map.com/maps/d6hp/Chester-
County/

Topographical Elevation Map
  [note: color key changes @ zoom in - out]
Take-away: yellow & pink are watersheds that appealed to industrious 
settlers who established mills & furnaces/forges 

https://en-us.topographic-map.com/maps/d6hp/Chester-County/


Upper Uwchlan Township watersheds

• 2/3 – west into Brandywine 
Creek

• 1/3 – east into Pickering 
Creek

https://www.upperuwchlan-pa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/154/Watersheds-of-Chester-
County?bidId=

https://www.upperuwchlan-pa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/154/Watersheds-of-Chester-County?bidId


Boundaries & Main Roads Topography



Autumn on the Brandywine River, 1887, Jasper 
Cropsey
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Historic Township Maps
• 1847- S. M. Painter / J. S. Bowen map
• 1856- R.L. Barnes map
• 1873- A. R. Witmer map
• 1883- Breous Farm Atlas 
 North, Central, South sections
 Upper Uwchlan ‘separated’ from 

Uwchlan

Notations
• Property Owner
• Trails/Roads
• Water courses
• Historic Resources



http://www.phmc.stat
e.pa.us/bah/dam/mg/
di/m011/Map0189Inte
rface.html#Map0189

Uwchlan & Upper 
Uwchlan 1847  [before 
Separation]

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/mg/di/m011/Map0189Interface.html#Map0189


Chester County, 
Pennsylvania;  R.L. Barnes, 
1856

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3823c.la000724/?r=0.395,0.199,
0.294,0.173,0

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3823c.la000724/?r=0.395,0.199,0.294,0.173,0


http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/706
9/

1873



Upper Uwchlan 
1883 Breous Farm Atlas
https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauerto
wn++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/

https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/


1883 Breous Farm Atlas  [Central Section]
https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvani
a/

https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/


1883 Breous Farm Atlas [Northern Section]
https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvani
a/

https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/


1883 Breous Farm Atlas  [Southern Section]
https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvani
a/

https://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/
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The Way It Was; 
R.A. Moore



BYERS STATION HISTORIC DISTRICT
The Byers Station Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002 - includes (26) contributing buildings + (10) 
contributing accessory outbuildings constructed from 1830 to 1900, with a burst of building activity from 1870 to 1875. Added to National 
Register of Historic Places in 2002.
Many of the homes constructed from 1870 to 1875 were built by B. H. Downing who was the Todd family builder. [EG - Byers Hotel built by Downing in 1874.• 1871 Byers Railroad Station

• 1872 SW. Todd House
• 1872 A.M.E. Stiteler
• 1874 Byers Hotel
• 1875 Frank March House
• 1875 Eliza March House
• 1875 Farmers Bank of 
Uwchlan
• 1875-1861 Elizabeth Todd 
House

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places


Byers
Station
Historic 
District



Byers
Station 
Historic 
District



Byers Station Historic District dates to the 19th century and include a number of notable Italianate style buildings. 
Community grew around Byers railroad station, after its opening in 1871, continuing after plumbago (graphite) was 

discovered in 1875. 
Notable buildings include residences, factory [see below], Masonic lodge (1894), & former Byers Hotel (c. 1874). 

United States Graphite Company's processing plant at Byers, PA - part of the Byers Station 
Historic District,

 on National Register of Historic Places.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byers_Station_Historic_District

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italianate_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pickering_Valley_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byers_Station_Historic_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byers_Station_Historic_District


Pickering Valley Railroad-Byers Station 
Terminus



The  Pickering Valley RR [running between Phoenixville and Byers Station] was a  11.3 miles track started in June 1869 and completed  
September of 1871.
• There were (9) train stops between Phoenixville and Byers Station.
• The Byers RR Station was constructed in 1871 and included a turntable to turn around the engine and coal tender. 
• The initial train functioned in a “milk run” capacity, (~ 900 gallons of milk shipped daily) & transported agric. products from local farms to 

Phoenixville. 
• It also carried iron ore from coal mines to Phoenix Iron Company and starting in 1875 it also transported products from local graphite 

mines. Passenger service was terminated in 1934, and the line from Kimberton to Byers was abandoned in 1948

Ownership & Finance
• This line was predominantly financed by the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad who subscribed to a bulk of the stock, and then leased the 

line. 
• In 1906, the line formally merged into the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad System, becoming known as the Pickering Valley Branch of 

the Reading.



Byers
Anselma Mill

Pickering Valley Railroad route included:
 [ 1-Byers   2-Anselma    3-Chester Springs    4-Kimberton   5-Phoenixville ]

https://www.abandonedrails.com/pickering-valley-railroad



    before [near Anselma Mill on Rte. 401] 
Pickering Valley Railroad - Anselma Station

      after relocation to UUT/Little Conestoga Rd
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The Way It Was; R.A. 
Moore



1883 Village Property Owners
1. Windsor Baptist Church & Parsonage
2. Richard Clark
3. George W. Hurley
4. Windsor School House
5. G. W. Hawley – blacksmith
6. Isaac D. Frame – wheelwright
7. George W. Beerbower
8. Jacob Beerbower
9. W. H Sheetz
10.John & Charles Mullen – tinshop
11.J. C. Buffington
12.The Eagle Hotel and Store
       [Jacob Beerbower]



1940s - - Eagle Tour

The Way It Was; R.A. 
Moore



Eagle Village Circa 1915; Moore garage - left, Sheetz saddlery - right

Eagle Village Circa 1915; Windle wagon shop;
[Left to right: George, father-Jonathan, Minnie Smiley Rice]



Windsor School House

Circa 1900; Eagle 
Tavern,
[built 1859, 2nd story porch 
visible] 





Eagle Hotel – 1923

Note: 
upper porch & gas 
pump outbuilding 
‘Texaco ’ in foreground





Eagle Village Circa 1920; Simpson’s Store

Above house/bldg. were located
 on west side of Pottstown Pike ,

 just south of Eagle Tavern

Eagle Village Circa 1900; Eagle Tavern, [built 1859, 2nd story porch visible] 







 Pottstown Pike (east side), Eagle 
Village/UUT







Funderwhite 
Farm



Village of 
Eagle



Present location 
on Graphite Mine 
Rd 
[east of Eagle / north of 
Byers Station Historic 
District]
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1883 Breous Farm Atlas
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania
/

http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/13963/St++Mary+s++Knauertown++Cochranville++Upper+Uwchlan/Chester+County+1883/Pennsylvania/




a) Miller’s residence        
b) Davis/Evans Mill [on Blackhorse 

Creek]
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Lyndell Rd





https://digital.hagley.org/701311_e12
Project Brandywine : Aerial Images of the 
Brandywine River Valley › 
Lyndell, [1970] UUT

https://digital.hagley.org/701311_e13
Bridge over East Branch 
Brandywine Creek on Lyndell 
Road

Date Created: 1970-03
Photographer:  Teitsworth, Lloyd

https://digital.hagley.org/701311_e12
https://digital.hagley.org/1970131
https://digital.hagley.org/701311_e13


Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the 
Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 

 Lyndell originally 
named ‘Brooklyn’ –

 Postal Svc. changed 
name to avoid 
confusion with 
“Brooklyn NY’ 



Lyndell, Milford Mills & Railroad 
route



Library of Congress - 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0
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Milford Mills
Submerged under Marsh Creek Lake
How: Gov’t eminent domain - taking of land & property improvements
Why: build a ‘flood-control’ dam/reservoir, increase drinking water resources, & create recreational opportunities
When: mid-late 1960s [eminent domain] & early 1970s [dam construction and valley flooding]

 large section of Upper Uwchlan is 
1,727-acre Marsh Creek State Park, 
(shared w/Wallace Twnshp.)

 includes 530-acre lake created by a 
dam

 
 trade-off was the loss of Milford 

Mills, a village that once produced 
paper and textiles but had reverted 
to agriculture





Marsh 
Creek

Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the 
Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjWS7vtn
570

Arial view - Farmland
[pre – reservoir]

Arial view – 
State Park reservoir]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjWS7vtn570




Top image was undated but it was probably 
taken in the mid-1970s soon after Marsh 
Creek State Park opened to the public. 

Looking southwest - shows both the east 
and west side boat launches. 

The bottom image is from Google Earth at a 
similar angle and shows what the area today.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/249585907342/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/249585907342/








Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



History of Chester County, Pennsylvania, 
with Genealogical and Biographical ...
By J. Smith Futhey, Gilbert Cope

https://books.google.com/books?id=jcYxAQA
AMAAJ&pg=PA102-
IA1&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=2#v=o
nepage&q&f=false

Milfor
d Mills

https://books.google.com/books?id=jcYxAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA102-IA1&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=false


Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and 
the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Marsh 
Creek [pre-
1905] 

Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills 
and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and 
the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 

The ‘Moore Colony’ 
included 1,200 
acres of adjacent 
generational farms 
with fertile land



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills 
and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShbi0
LPEj

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShbi0LPEj


Gutherie (sp) 
barn / farmhouse & 
outbuilding ??





Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 





https://c4395ced-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/marshcreekstateparkhistory/history/Construction%20Marsh%20Creek.JPG?attachauth=ANoY7cpj1JT43utnY1G-
qeoybXcNswKyjlNMTwgDZjPt16AXMGCeHX3OKXgzsG-9b9su_r3QOW7AbD57FX96h1KoH-pEern0apaS8rDRZ84XsKkN-8hKz0TUNTrjTxaLIsO-
aJrSYdyg7LKqGQ5M4fief5VPUEnHyvXIRiM-fCAmzxEgXAxyseNbKMe9fWHbdHHBn85xjTckA7RYL316vxqcj6QgfiuRvk5dTrrQl_tOFekzjMor8OvyMz75f5UWuJHNl8xssas6&attredirects=0

https://c4395ced-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/marshcreekstateparkhistory/history/Construction%20Marsh%20Creek.JPG?attachauth=ANoY7cpj1JT43utnY1G-qeoybXcNswKyjlNMTwgDZjPt16AXMGCeHX3OKXgzsG-9b9su_r3QOW7AbD57FX96h1KoH-pEern0apaS8rDRZ84XsKkN-8hKz0TUNTrjTxaLIsO-aJrSYdyg7LKqGQ5M4fief5VPUEnHyvXIRiM-fCAmzxEgXAxyseNbKMe9fWHbdHHBn85xjTckA7RYL316vxqcj6QgfiuRvk5dTrrQl_tOFekzjMor8OvyMz75f5UWuJHNl8xssas6&attredirects=0


Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and 
the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 
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Dorlans 
Mill

Mill, 
Bridge & 
Residenc

e
Artist 

interpretation



Library of congress - 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3791p.rr005210/?r=0.686,0.558,0.149,0.088,0


Source: 
The Story of Milford Mills and the Marsh Creek Valley;
Catherine Quillman & Stuart Quillman 



Date Stone 
1848

[upper  eave]



House image reversed 
[large & small sections flipped]; 
Depicts covered bridge over 
Brandywine Creek

Mill







Dorlans Mill Miller House
• formal main house entrance
• 1st floor staircase



Dorlans Mill 
House
Demo day



Using bucket to 
‘nudge’ wall to 

‘dislodge’ 
datestone

Dorlan’s 
Mill House
Demo day



Dorlans Mill Miller 
House [circa 1940s]



Imagine comparable foundation 
outline [approx 18-24 inches 
high], re-created to inform 
awareness and educate future 
generations – 

Just as Dowlin Forge ruins do 
further south on the Struble 
Trail 



Example from Dowlin Forge [on Struble Trail]
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Historic Preservation
Town Tours and Village Walks

August 3, 2023
UUT Historical Commission 
Hosts “Farm & Barn” Bus Tour - 
3 sites
• Upland Farm
• Fellowship Farm
• Whelen Farm



Upland Farm



Fellowship Farm



Whelen Farm



Slide Summary:  UUT –Villages, Maps , & Historic Resources slides

Overview – Key Events, Images, Maps, Boundaries, Settler Sources, Energy & 
Movement
Historic Maps
Historic Byers Station
Eagle
Font
Lyndell
Milford Mills – under Marsh Creek Lake
Dorlans Mill 
Historic Commission hosts Local Farm Tour
Renovate / Restore example 136 -- 

137



Fetters Farmhouse; [off Milford Rd - w/in Preserve @ Marsh Creek] 

Example – Historic Resource renovation / stucco 
removal


